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Mikkelin kaupunginjohtajan puhe Suomeen akkreditoiduille sotilasasiamiehille 14.3.2016 
 
Military attachés accredited to Finland, visit to Mikkeli 
 
The mayor's dinner speech  
 

 
 
Ladies and gentlemen, 
 

It gives me great pleasure to wish you welcome to Mikkeli! 
 

Mikkeli region's history dates back thousands of years and it has its roots 
deep in the soil of Eastern Finland, among forests and lakes. The Europe-
ans really noticed this distant corner of the world when Novgorod and 
Sweden negotiated their borders. The Mikkeli region was one of the ear-
ly population centres in the border district.  Since then our location on 
the border between the eastern and western cultures has defined our 
history and life in many different ways. 

 
Our geographical position has shaped the history of this area. Ever since 
the end of the eighteenth century we have been a centre for military 
government. The Savo Brigade was created and that meant an increase 
in the number of manor houses in the area as officers with military resi-
dences also wanted manors of their own. Mikkeli was a garrison city until 
2006. The conscript left but they were replaced by the Army Headquar-
ters. 

 
 
Dear dinner guests, 
 

We call Mikkeli the Headquarters City because the headquarters of the 
Finnish military force have been stationed here during every war Finland 
has been involved in during its independence. This was true of the Finn-
ish civil war in 1918 and again during the second world war. 

 
The twentieth century was a time of upheaval in the history of Europe. 
The two world wars changed our lives in a way that is visible to this day – 
not just in the memories of private individuals and through our history 
but also as factors influencing relations between states. 

 
We Mikkeli people want to remember our cultural heritage. First during 
the winter war and later the continuation war the headquarters settled 
here, commandeered public premises and billeted staff in local homes. 
Mikkeli had to endure bombings, just like so many Finnish and European 
cities. We Europeans share the experience of war. 
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The headquarters also made Mikkeli more international. During the win-
ter war our city was visited by members of the international press sta-
tioned in in Finland. And during the continuation war the German liaison 
headquarters Nord functioned here. The headquarters were visited by 
representatives for several countries, such as Gustav Adolf, Crown Prince 
of Sweden, delegations from Hungary and Rumania as well as German 
visitors. 

 
You can't really talk about Mikkeli without mentioning Baron Carl Gustav 
Emil Mannerheim, Marshal of Finland and Commander-in-Chief of the 
Finnish Military  Forces. He commanded the Finnish armed forces during 
the second world war. More than fifty years after his death Mannerheim 
was elected the greatest Finn in a popular opinion poll in 2004. 

 
Mannerheim's remarkable career from an offspring of an impoverished 
aristocratic family to joining the Chevalier Guard of the Russian Emperor, 
taking part in the Russo-Japanese War, a reconnaissance expedition into 
Asia disguised as a scientific expedition, a commander's post in the Csar's 
army. And finally the return back to his own country which had just 
gained its independence and was in the throws of a civil war. Manner-
heim became the commander-in-chief of the white troops. After the war 
he was appointed regent. All this sketches a portrait of a cosmopolitan 
whose life still has the power to captivate us. 

 
However, Mannerheim's greatest task was yet to come; he was to be-
come Commander-in-Chief during the second world war and finally Pres-
ident of Finland. As president he was a unifying force trusted by his own 
people and opponents alike.  He was continuously worried about his 
small country's resources and ability to survive in the turmoil of world 
history. 

 
The city of Mikkeli does not only live in its past history; we know our his-
tory and recognize the part it has played in the development of our na-
tion. Mikkeli houses the Heaquarters Museum with its annexes and the 
Infantry Museum run by the Infantry Foundation. Right now we are in 
the process of planning to expand them to create a Centre for Military 
History where war-time history will grow into a multi-dimensional expe-
rience expanding through the experiences of a private person into a hu-
man European and Finnish story. We hope to get a decision about the 
founding of the information centre during Finland's centenary year. 

 
 
Honoured guests, 
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The Army Headquarters now stationed in Mikkeli are very important to 
the region both economically and image-wise. Mikkeli has also been 
working hard for quite a while to become the CBRNE (chemical, biologi-
cal, nuclear, radiation and explosives) capital of Finland. In addition to 
the fact that we already have Environics Oy, one of the most respected 
producers of CBRNE detectors and monitors in the world we strive to be 
the Finnish pioneers in this field.  

 
The South Savo Rescue Department has been active in developing and 
encouraging local CBRNE know-how. In 2014 the Rescue Department led 
the collaboration in South-Savo to create a situation awareness service 
providings situation awareness and an information channel for the vari-
ous public authorities as well as private citizens. At the moment the Res-
cue Service and Miksei Oy, Mikkeli's development company, head sever-
al CBRNE projects aimed at increasing the know-how in the field. Mikkeli 
has also for several years been the home of CBRNE Finland, a group of 
companies representing Finnish CBRNE businesses and supporting their 
joint product development and marketing efforts. 

 
With these plans for the present and the future I would once again like 
to wish you a pleasant evening. Thank you!  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 


